
F IRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH OF  W ILMETTE

Sunday, December 18th, 2022 
Pageant Sunday  

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Experience God.  Grow Disciples. Transform Lives. 

The children who shared art work for the bulletin are: Griffin Springer, Evan Pan, 
Emery Pan, Brooke SooHoo and Rose McGrath. 



Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette! We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re a  
long-time member or first-time visitor, we are blessed to have you with us. We hope joining us for worship  
today will nurture your heart and transform your mind. You are loved and never alone!

Our mission statement here is “Experience God. Grow Disciples. Transform Lives.” As a church, we strive to 
be about that simple and challenging work day after day, in season and out of season. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has dramatically altered our lives, but it has also revealed what is most important. As we lean into what the weeks 
and months ahead will be like, we will continue to pray for one another. We will keep growing as followers of 
Christ. We will keep loving and listening to our neighbors. We will keep the hand to plow, working to embody 
God’s dream for the world. We will keep reminding ourselves that we are a work in progress.  

As we continue both in-person and livestreamed services, we are committed to keeping everyone safe and finding 
fresh and creative ways to worship together. We value your feedback – let us know what is going well and what 
could be better! 

 A worship bulletin will be available (hardcopy in person or pdf online)  
 Please join in the liturgy and prayers and passing of the peace, as directed 
 The offering plate will be available to place a cash or check gift in before or after the service  
 Join us after worship for Fellowship Hour in the WMFC hosted by the families of 5th-8th graders in honor 

of the pageant participants families. 

We’re so glad to be worshipping with you in person and online! You are loved and never alone, friends. 

With gratitude in Christ, 
Pastors Jeff Lehn and Laura Sherwood 

Spiritual Practice for Advent: 
The Light of Christ 

Begin with a period of silence. Light a candle, if possible in a room with enough darkness that the candle’s 
light shines brightly. Look at the flame and observe the life that is in it—its movement and brightness,  
how the flame is never still. Allow yourself time to watch the light it sheds, to watch the darkness and the 
shadows. Light is a gift from God. 

Give yourself time to get in touch with the light of Christ shining in the places in our city, country, and 
world facing the greatest challenges. Repeat the following phrase multiple times, “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). Meditate on the fact that the darkness never 
overcomes God’s light. 

Recall Christ’s promise that he would dwell in us. His light is in us, not just outside of us. How might 
Christ’s light shine inside you so you can serve as God’s vessel of hope and healing? 



PRELUDE - Christmas Carols   Misc. composers/arrangers

WELCOME AND COMMON LIFE

CALL TO WORSHIP - LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - LOVE

Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked the question, “What makes you 
feel connected? What makes you feel love?” From the voices of different generations, hear their answers  

Handwritten notes… Casseroles… Being invited in.
Reading a book together… The passing of the peace… Family walks. 
Youth group… When I see my friends at preschool… Surprise phone calls.
Making music with other people… Home-cooked food… Belly laughs.
Eye contact… Dinner parties… An inside joke…Hugs.
Dancing with my partner in the kitchen…  

Today we light the candle of love as a reminder that from the very first generation, God has surrounded us with 
love. May this good news—these threads of love—not only weave deeper connections between neighbors, but 
shape our actions and allow us to see God more clearly. In a lonely world, let this light shine bright. From  
generation to generation, we are held in God’s love. Thanks be to God for that good news. Amen. 

*HYMN NO. 107- Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  REJOICE, REJOICE

CALL TO CONFESSION

One of the greatest gifts and challenges of faith is that we cannot be Christian alone. We need one another.  
We need one another to grow. We need one another to love. And we need one another to see God more  
clearly. So together, let us lift our voices in unison. Let us lean into the ties that bind and talk to our merciful 
God, first in silent prayer. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God of today and tomorrow, when Mary was pregnant and afraid, she ran to her cousin Elizabeth’s 
house. Elizabeth threw open the door with joy and showered blessings upon her. How often do we 
have that same opportunity? How often do we leave the door locked, the curtains drawn, and the lights 
off? How often do we shower critique or judgment instead of blessings and joy? Gracious God, forgive 
us for our wrongs. We want to see you when we see our neighbor. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, this is what I know - God delights in us. God throws open the door, just like Elizabeth, and 
says, “Come on home. There is room for you here!” And in that moment, we are blessed. In that moment,  
we are forgiven. In that moment, we are seen, healed, and welcomed home. So rest in this good news: you  
are saved by grace. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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Worship Leaders:                                      *PLEASE STAND

Rev. Jeff Lehn, Pastoral Liturgist
Rev. Laura Sherwood, Pastoral Liturgist
The Lyon Family, Advent Candle Lighters
Peggy Massello, Music Director
Hyejin Joo, Pianist
Chancel Choir



*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you! 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

Children’s Chapel will not meet today. Please stay in worship and enjoy the Pageant!

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN NO. 92 - While We Are Waiting, Come (verses 1 & 3)                    WAITING

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

Come, Savior, quickly come; come Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.   

SCRIPTURE READINGS - Selected verses from the prophet Isaiah 

The Legend of the Birds
(adapted by Gail Curry & Lindley Traynor from “A Wreath of Christmas Legends” by Phyllis McGinley )

The Nativity Pageant

THE ANNUNCIATION

SOLO - My Soul Gives Glory to My God

THE NATIVITY

HYMN NO. 121 - O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1 & 2) 

THE FIRST VISITORS

HYMN NO. 135 - There’s a Star in the East (congregation sing refrains) 

THE VISIT OF THE MAGI

HYMN NO. 151 - We Three Kings of Orient Are (please sing all refrains and verse 5)

CALL FOR OFFERING

God has abundantly blessed us, and God calls us to be a community that extends to others through the sharing 
of our love, our talents, and our material resources. We have many ways to serve, and multiple ways to make a 
financial contribution - please consult your bulletin or the slide on your screen. Let us bring God our offerings 
with joy, and with gratitude for all the ways in which God lovingly cares for us.

We invite you to give via our church website www.fpcw.org (see QR code), our smartphone app,  
or by sending a check to the church office. An offering plate is also available in the Narthex.  
We are grateful for your generosity!   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM - Carol of the Birds  French Carol, arr. Craig Courtney

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN NO. 136 - Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO TELL IT

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE -  O Come All Ye Faithful   Marcel Dupré

Christmas Cookie Fellowship today is hosted by our 5th-8th Grade Families in honor of the Pageant children and 
their families. Please join us in Wallace Moore Fellowship Center (Lower Level) following the service. 
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2022 
CAST LIST

SCRIPTURE READERS 
Xander Karottki 
Joe Schuck 
Elizabeth Schuck 
Griffin Springer 
Lark Traynor 

LEGENDS OF THE BIRDS 
Narrators Paul and Lindley Traynor 
Mary  Chloe Macharia 
Joseph  Xander Karottki 
Angel  Bronwen White 
Crow  Eden Lehn 
Owl  Max SooHoo 
Nightingale Ford Soderstrom 
Stork  Eve Springer 
Robin  Lark Traynor 
Dove  Elizabeth Schuck 

NATIVITY 

NARRATORS   Jesse Cox and Danielle Reese 

HOLY FAMILY   Hillary and Connor Nahigian,  
  Scott McElhenie 

SHEPHERDS   Rose McGrath 
  abby mohaupt 
  Evan Pan 
  Eddie Soderstrom 
  Ford Soderstrom 
  Jackson SooHoo 
  Mark SooHoo 
  Max SooHoo 
  Jacob White  

SHEEP    Simon Lehn 
   Juniper Mohaupt 

Emery Pan 
   Brooke SooHoo 
   Olympia White 
   Stellan White  

ANGELS  Emily Karottki 
Vesper Karottki 
Adair Karottki 
Arianne Lehn 
Eden Lehn 
Noah Lehn 
Chloe Macharia 
Cece Miller 
Sabra Reese-Cox 
Elizabeth Schuck 
Eve Springer 
Lark Traynor 
Bronwen White 

KINGS  Sal Karottki 
  JB Schuck 

                 Bill Springer 

PAGES      Xander Karottki 
                 Joe Schuck 

     Griffin Springer 

SOLOISTS  Jesse Cox 
                 Bob Langewisch 
                 Jim Lyman 
                 Jordan Roulo 

STAGE CREW    JJ Reese-Cox 
LIGHTS    Alex McGrath 
SOUND    John Phelan  
STAGE CONSTRUCTION   Pete Holtermann 

               Greg Korak 
COSTUMES/PROPS    Stephanie Phelan 
CRAFT SERVICES    Amy Miller 
DIRECTOR    Paul Traynor 
SHEPHERD HELPERS    Addy Lundgren 

   Rose McGrath 

Thank you to the Facklis family for their generous 
donation of the special lighting. 



EXCITING UPDATE FROM THE APNC
The APNC is pleased to give a progress report on our search for a new Associate Pastor. In late August/early  
September, we connected with an outstanding candidate, who has a passion for Christ and the Good News, partic-
ularly as it relates to children and youth, among her many gifts and talents. Since that time, we have gone through a 
rigorous process to get to know her and mutually discern a call – a call that we discerned unanimously as an APNC. 
We have been grateful for guidance from the Holy Spirit throughout.

At its November meeting, Session voted to call a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 8. Our Associate Pas-
tor Candidate will preach during the worship service. After the service, the congregation will vote to determine if a 
call will be extended. Please SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, January 8 for worship and a congregational  
meeting.

APNC wants you to know how excited we are about the candidate we are bringing forward. We appreciate her 
heart and her faith and the type of genuine commitment she is willing to make to FPCW and our work togeth-
er. We feel truly blessed to have found her and we hope you will feel the same way. Thank you!

OUR CALL TO RACIAL JUSTICE: Hidden Bias
Hidden bias, implicit bias, blind spots; these are all ways to describe the unconscious 
bias, prejudice or judgements we all make about people around us all of the time. It is 
something everyone does, no matter your gender or race. It is an evolutionary response 
our brain adapted to quickly evaluate our surroundings (which includes people) using 
environmental cues and past experiences. No one should have any shame about having 
hidden bias, but it is our work to recognize it so we can name it, combat it and over-
come its influence on our thoughts and behaviors. Please check out this announcement 
on our website and/or the Daily Bread to access these important links. 

 Learn: 
Blind spots: Challenge Assumptions
Test Yourself for Hidden Bias

 Advocate:  
What Implicit Bias Is, and How to Overcome It

  Activate: 
Combating implicit bias and stereotypes

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE WITH THE MANY - 12/21 at 7 pm (at St. John’s Wilmette) 

This Advent, three churches in town (St. John’s, St. Augustine’s and First Pres) are sponsoring a 
joint Longest Night service on December 21 at 7pm. We are excited that The Many, a  
diverse, inclusive music collective will be leading us, reminding us that God so loves every one of 
us and we all belong here. This year’s service will be hosted by St. John’s Lutheran (1235 Wil-
mette Ave). It will be a time to sing and pray with our community, lament the losses of the year, 
and kindle hope. Pastor Jeff will be there to help lead the service. The service will also be availa-
ble via livestream and afterward as a recording. We hope you can join us!  

2023 Stewardship Update: Thank you! 
So far, 85 households have submitted their pledge for our life and ministry together in 2023. 
That's a great start! Thank you for your commitment and generosity to FPCW - every gift of  
every size matters. If you haven't yet submitted your pledge and are able to do so in the coming 
days, it will allow the Session to plan for our 2023 budget. You can mail a pledge card to the 
church office, submit one in worship on Sundays or pledge online on our website. Thank you for 
your past support of FPCW, whether it has been financial, elbow grease or any other method of 
showing support. You have helped us weather the pandemic and to grow into who we are and 
who God desires us to be. We are grateful to be "together for joy" with you! 

Our Common Life 

Week of  December 18th, 2022  
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The Christmas Joy Offering  
50% of your gifts provide assistance to current and retired church workers and their families with critical financial 
needs and the other 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian  
related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. Please consider giving generously to this important 
special offering. 

WAYS TO GIVE

 Through your Congregation (envelopes in the bulletins) 

 Donate by credit card on line at 
pcusa.org/christmasjoy

 Text CHRISTMASJOY

to 91999 
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CONNECT, GROW, SHARE – Adult Groups at First Pres 2022-2023 
Our adult group ministry strives to encourage all members to be a part of this wonderful way to grow in faith. 
We’d love to see you at one of our small group gatherings! More information on our church website’s Small 
Group page. 

STUDY, BOOK, AND DISCUSSION GROUPS

Adult Faith Formation – Sundays 8:45-9:45 am, Lounge, Led by Rev. Jeff Lehn 
Join any Sunday for lively discussion on current study series.  jlehn@fpcw.org

Bible Study – Every Thursday 10:00-11:00 am, Church Lounge, Led by Rev. Jeff Lehn
How does the Bible inform our daily lives? Contact: Bonnie Wehrenberg bwherbie007@att.net

Book Group – 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 pm (December 21st) – Church Lounge
Members take turns leading a book discussion. Hosted by Joyce Knauff joyce@jckassociates.com  

FELLOWSHIP AND MEAL GROUPS

Lunch Hour Loop Group – 1st Wednesday at Noon – Zoom, Hosted by Rev. Jeff Lehn  
The “Loop Group” meets for fellowship, connection and prayer. We know many of us are stressed at work 
and could use a small group to be supported and encouraged by. You can work from anywhere to join this 
group – and you are always free to eat your lunch while we meet! Contact Pastor Jeff for the Zoom link. 
Jlehn@fpcw.org

Senior Supper Club – Next gathering: Tuesday, Jan. 17th, 5:30 pm at Ridgeview Grill in  
Wilmette. If you are an over 65 member and want to get to know others more casually, please join us!  
Interested? Contact: Bonnie Wehrenberg bwherbie007@att.net

WOMEN’S GROUPS

Slowing Time for Women – Next Gathering: Tues., January 18, 7-8:30 pm, Upper Room
Group member will share article/poem about our relationship with Time - Chronos-Human Time/
Productivity focus and Kairos-God’s Time/Fruitfulness focus.   
Contact: Marcia Baylin marciabaylin3101@comcast.net

Lunch Group for Women – 2nd Wednesday, 11:30 am, Church Lounge
Each month a member takes the responsibility to lead the discussion. Nancy Freeman coordinates  
njwfreeman@gmail.com. Next gathering will be on Wednesday, January 11th, 2023.

Westminster Place “Spoke” – 1st Thursday 10:00-11:00 am in-person and via phone conference 
The group meets in a member’s home at Westminster Place and follows a provided study guide with discus-
sion facilitated by Rev. Laura Sherwood. Anne Menard (amenard4347@yahoo.com) coordinates this group.

MEN’S GROUPS

Men's Hour – Meets year-round, Thursdays at 7 pm in the Lounge
Men’s Hour consists of a brief group reading, a silent 5-minute meditation, and an opportunity for each 
attendee to share thoughts and experiences in turn. No homework or reservations required, and  
drop-ins are always welcome! Paul Traynor at paultraynor@haymoon.com

Men's Council – Saturday mornings (8-9:30 am)* in the Wallace Moore Fellowship Center  
Meets October – June. We gather for breakfast and then listen to an interesting program. All are welcome  
any Saturday. If you have questions or would like to join our mail list, please contact Steve Reinhart  
steve.reinhart@gmail.com.

PARENT GROUPS

Parents of High School Youth (POHSY) – Meets several times a year in member’s home or at the 
Church Raising teenagers is always a challenge, and as our youth gather together to navigate their lives as 
Christians, their parents are also joining together to lend support to one another. If you want to learn more, 
reach out to Irris Boaz at iboaz@ameritech.net.  
Weekly and Monthly Parent Fellowship Groups – Contact: Rev. Laura Sherwood   
lsherwood@fpcw.org

Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm in the Green Room during Mid-Week Meetup for PreK-4th Graders 

1st Sunday 8:45 am-9:45 am in the Upper Room  

Coming Soon: College Parent Fellowship 



Calendar for the week of   
December 18th, 2022 

Sunday, December 18th - 4th Sunday of Advent (Pageant Sunday)
8:45 am Adult Faith Formation  Lounge 
9:55 am Livestream Worship  YouTube 
10:00 am In-person Worship Service  Sanctuary 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour WMFC 

Hosted by 5th - 8th grade families, in honor of Pageant families 
5:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Tower 
6:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Dinner WMFC 

Monday, December 19th 

Tuesday, December 20th 

10:00 am Staff Meeting  Lounge 
 7:00 pm Cub Scouts  WMFC 

Wednesday, December 21st 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir  Music Room  

Thursday, December 22nd 

 7:00 pm Men’s Hour  Lounge 
 7:45 pm Chancel Bells  Music Room  

Friday, December 23rd 

Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve 

 4:00 pm Family Candlelight Service  Sanctuary 
 9:00 pm Candlelight Service  Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day 
   No 10 am in-person worship service 
   Virtual service via YouTube  

               (A link to this service will be emailed to you)  

WMFC = Wallace Moore Fellowship Center 
APNC = Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
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OFFICE HOURS
9am-5pm (Tuesday -Thursday) 
9am-3:30pm (Friday) 

For our Prayers 

Joy and Celebration:

 Advent Love - the season when we look toward the eternal love of our faith 
 A joy for the Christmas pageant presented today in worship by our children 
Please remember in prayer those who are grieving 
 Erich Kirr - Father passed away December 6th,
 Vern Squires - Brother passed away on December 9th,
 Family of member Bob Nash - who passed away September 22,
Cares and Concerns: 
 All those who are experiencing sadness and loss during the holiday season,
 All areas of the world suffering from recent hurricanes and extreme weather 

and those bracing for a difficult winter,
 The country of Ukraine and all war-torn lands. 

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Jeff Lehn 
Senior Pastor 
jlehn@fpcw.org  ext. 12 

Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Interim Associate Pastor 
lsherwood@fpcw.org ext. 17 

Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski     
Parish Associate for Congregational Care 
ldominski@fpcw.org

Peggy Massello 
Director of Worship & Music 
pmassello@fpcw.org         ext. 16 

Lindley Traynor 
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
ltraynor@fpcw.org   ext. 20  

Scott McElhenie    ext. 23 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
youth@fpcw.org 

Madeline Weston 
Office & Communications Coordinator 
office@fpcw.org ext. 11 

Marvin Behm 
Financial Manager 
finmanager@fpcw.org   ext. 13 

Ethan Holtermann 
Livestream Engineer 
ethanholtermann1@gamil.com
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Advent 2022
From Generation to Generation

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 7pm   Longest Night Service 

December 24 Christmas Eve  
 4 pm Family Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 

 9 pm Candlelight Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

Christmas Day 

 No 10 am, in-person worship service 

 Virtual Worship via YouTube  

(link to the virtual service will be emailed to you on  

Saturday and available on our website, www.fpcw.org.) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WILMETTE

600 9th Street, Wilmette, IL 60091-2779 
847-256-3010  

 office@fpcw.org  www.fpcw.org 

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

Gathered by the grace of  Jesus Christ, we are a vibrant and supportive  
Christian family whose welcoming spirit reflects God¹s love for all people.  
We invite participation in all aspects of  our church life by persons of  every  
race, language, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity  
or expression, physical or mental ability, economic or marital status, or faith  
background.  


