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F IRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH OF  W ILMETTE

Sunday, December 11th, 2022 
Communion Sunday  

The Third Sunday in Advent 

Experience God.  Grow Disciples. Transform Lives. 



Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette! We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re a  
long-time member or first-time visitor, we are blessed to have you with us. We hope joining us for worship  
today will nurture your heart and transform your mind. You are loved and never alone!

Our mission statement here is “Experience God. Grow Disciples. Transform Lives.” As a church, we strive to 
be about that simple and challenging work day after day, in season and out of season. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has dramatically altered our lives, but it has also revealed what is most important. As we lean into what the weeks 
and months ahead will be like, we will continue to pray for one another. We will keep growing as followers of 
Christ. We will keep loving and listening to our neighbors. We will keep the hand to plow, working to embody 
God’s dream for the world. We will keep reminding ourselves that we are a work in progress.  

As we continue both in-person and livestreamed services, we are committed to keeping everyone safe and finding 
fresh and creative ways to worship together. We value your feedback – let us know what is going well and what 
could be better! 

 A worship bulletin will be available (hardcopy in person or pdf online)  
 Please join in the liturgy and prayers and passing of the peace, as directed 
 The offering plate will be available to place a cash or check gift in before or after the service  
 Join us after worship for Fellowship Hour in the Lounge. 

We’re so glad to be worshipping with you in person and online! You are loved and never alone, friends. 

With gratitude in Christ, 
Pastors Jeff Lehn and Laura Sherwood 

Spiritual Practice for Advent: 
The Light of Christ 

Begin with a period of silence. Light a candle, if possible in a room with enough darkness that the candle’s 
light shines brightly. Look at the flame and observe the life that is in it—its movement and brightness,  
how the flame is never still. Allow yourself time to watch the light it sheds, to watch the darkness and the 
shadows. Light is a gift from God. 

Give yourself time to get in touch with the light of Christ shining in the places in our city, country, and 
world facing the greatest challenges. Repeat the following phrase multiple times, “the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). Meditate on the fact that the darkness never 
overcomes God’s light. 

Recall Christ’s promise that he would dwell in us. His light is in us, not just outside of us. How might 
Christ’s light shine inside you so you can serve as God’s vessel of hope and healing? 



PRELUDE - In Dulci Jubilo   Paul Manz

ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT

WELCOME AND COMMON LIFE

CALL TO WORSHIP - LIGHTING OF THE ADVERNT CANDLE - JOY

Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were asked the question, “What brings you 
joy?” From the voices of different generations, hear their answers:  

A clean kitchen… Sand between my toes… Being outside.
Sleeping in my own bed after a night away… Having a camera in my hands.
My partner’s laugh… Mountain air… When my parents pick me up.
The end of my to-do list… Hugs from my niece and nephew… Baby giggles.
My cat… Putting my hands in the garden… A chord resolved.
Stargazing… Bedtime books… A warm cup of coffee with friends.
My new granddaughter… Lingering at the table after dinner…Time with family.  

Today we light the candle of joy. May its light remind us of all the good news this season brings. May its light 
remind us of the many sources of joy in our lives, and may that joy not only draw us closer to one another, but 
closer to God. Family of faith, what brings you joy? Amen. 

*HYMN NO. 82 - Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL

CALL TO CONFESSION

A series of experiments by the psychologists Janine Willis and Alexander Todorov taught the world that it only 
takes a tenth of a second for us to form an impression of a stranger. In other words, it only takes a tenth of a 
second for us to look at someone’s face and determine a stereotype about who they are. With decisions happen-
ing that quickly, it is not hard to imagine why we might need this moment of confession. The prayer of confes-
sion is an opportunity to slow down. We take that tenth of a second and give it room to breathe. We reflect on 
the decisions that we’ve made this past week and we ask for God’s mercy to be in all of them. And without fail, 
God wiggles God’s self into the cracks of our lives, and we are made better for it. So with that confidence, let us 
go to God, first in silent prayer.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
God of mercy, a million times a day we have the opportunity to be gracious, to assume the best in  
others, to give the benefit of the doubt. A million times a day we could choose the better way, but so 
often we don’t. Fear and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. Comparison  
and critique lead the charge. Forgive us for forgetting that we are descendants of Joseph. Forgive us 
for forgetting that grace and mercy are in our blood. Forgive us for forgetting that all belong to you. 
Give us the courage to love even bigger than before, and the wisdom to choose a better way. Amen. 
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Worship Leaders:                                      *PLEASE STAND

Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski, Preaching
Rev. Jeff Lehn, Pastoral Liturgist
Jane Brumitt, Liturgist
     , Advent Candle Lighters
Peggy Massello, Music Director
Hyejin Joo, Pianist
Chancel Choir



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Family of faith, hear this good news: we who have chosen wrong, are given a second chance. We who have lost 
our way, are welcomed into community. We who feel alone, are seen, held, and known. This is the good news 
of the gospel. No matter how many times we choose wrong or lose our way, God continues to be a God of sec-
ond chances, community, and love. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you! 

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL

Children are invited to share the peace and gather with leaders to go to the Chapel to continue to worship  
together in an age-appropriate and meaningful way.  They will return to sit with their families toward the  
end of worship service in the Sanctuary.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN NO. 92 - While We Are Waiting, Come (verses 1 & 3)                    WAITING

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

Come, Savior, quickly come; come Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

God of the ages, in scripture we hear stories of people like us - ordinary people, people who longed to know 
you, people who longed to follow you, people who made mistakes, people who tried to grow - old, young,  
native, immigrant, new to the faith, lifelong believer. In scripture we hear stories of people like us, so just as  
you walked with them, help us to hear and remember all the ways that you walk with us. We are listening.  
We are grateful. We are yours. Amen.  

SCRIPTURE READING - Matthew 3:1-6, 11
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 

SERMON - “The Joy of Living an Advent Life”        Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski

COMMUNION HYMN No. 505 (remain seated) The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing   THE FEAST IS READY

       (choir will sing the verses, congregation sing all refrains)

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
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PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING

First Part sung to “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 

Leader: O may the good Lord be with you.
All: And may the Lord be with you too.
Leader: Lift your hearts to Him in praise.
All: To the Lord our hearts we raise.
Leader: Let us offer praises true.
All: It is fitting so to do. Gratefully we sing to the Lord our King!

Second Part sung to “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Leader: Holy, holy, holy Lord! God of hosts, by all adored!
            Heav’n and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name.
All: Hail, hosanna, God most high, blest is he who now draws nigh.
       In the name of God the King, hallelujahs glad we sing;
       Hail, hosanna, praises due be forever, Lord, to you!  

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)  
We thank you, God, for your wisdom and love personified in Jesus, the Word Made Flesh. Having 
feasted together at this table, may we be more mindful of the many ways you are sharing yourself  
with us. By this same awareness, may our relationship with you and with one another ever deepen, 
and may your kingdom of peace and justice ever expand. In the name of the One for whom we wait, 
amen. 

ANTHEM - E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come   Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,

Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty God, 

Who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below,

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon!

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;

They need no light, nor lamp, nor sun, for Christ will be their all!

~Revelation 22, adapted by Ruth Manz 
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CALL FOR OFFERING

God has abundantly blessed us, and God calls us to be a community that extends to others through the sharing 
of our love, our talents, and our material resources.   We have many ways to serve, and multiple ways to make a 
financial contribution - please consult your bulletin or the slide on your screen.  Let us bring God our offerings 
with joy, and with gratitude for all the ways in which God lovingly cares for us.

We invite you to give via our church website www.fpcw.org (see QR code), our smartphone app,  
or by sending a check to the church office. An offering plate is also available in the Narthex.  
We are grateful for your generosity!   

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - The Doxology (OLD HUNDREDTH)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  
God of the old and the young, the straight-laced and the unrefined, the zealous and the wary, take this 
offering of our lives and resources and make of it a new possibility. Change hearts and lives with it. 
Mend relationships by it. Reconnect us to your love and to one another through it. From generation to 
generation, show us the life that really is life. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN NO. 93 - Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates TRURO

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT

The Acolyte carries the light as we go out, to remind us that we both follow and carry Christ’s Light into the 
World.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation, we have been claimed and 
loved. From generation to generation, God has been by our side. From generation to generation, we are not 
alone. The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 
saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” May it be so. 
Amen. 

POSTLUDE - Swiss Noel and Variations                          Louis-Claude D’Aquin

Please join us for Fellowship Time in the Lounge following worship  
for Coffee and Cookies.
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EXCITING UPDATE FROM THE APNC
The APNC is pleased to give a progress report on our search for a new Associate Pastor. In late August/early  
September, we connected with an outstanding candidate, who has a passion for Christ and the Good News, par-
ticularly as it relates to children and youth, among her many gifts and talents. Since that time, we have gone 
through a rigorous process to get to know her and mutually discern a call – a call that we discerned unanimously 
as an APNC. We have been grateful for guidance from the Holy Spirit throughout.

At its November meeting, Session voted to call a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 8. Our Associate 
Pastor Candidate will preach during the worship service. After the service, the congregation will vote to determine 
if a call will be extended. Please SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, January 8 for worship and a congregational  
meeting.

APNC wants you to know how excited we are about the candidate we are bringing forward. We appreciate her 
heart and her faith and the type of genuine commitment she is willing to make to FPCW and our work togeth-
er. We feel truly blessed to have found her and we hope you will feel the same way. Thank you!

OUR CALL TO RACIAL JUSTICE: Hidden Bias
Hidden bias, implicit bias, blind spots; these are all ways to describe the unconscious 
bias, prejudice or judgements we all make about people around us all of the time. It is 
something everyone does, no matter your gender or race. It is an evolutionary response 
our brain adapted to quickly evaluate our surroundings (which includes people) using 
environmental cues and past experiences. No one should have any shame about having 
hidden bias, but it is our work to recognize it so we can name it, combat it and over-
come its influence on our thoughts and behaviors. Please check out this announcement 
on our website and/or the Daily Bread to access these important links. 

 Learn: 
Blind spots: Challenge Assumptions
Test Yourself for Hidden Bias

 Advocate:  
What Implicit Bias Is, and How to Overcome It

  Activate: 
Combating implicit bias and stereotypes

ADVENT FAITH FORMATION CLASS: “From Generation to Generation”
Sunday, 8:45-9:45 am, Nov 27, Dec 11 and 18 (no class on Dec 4)
Join Pastor Jeff this Advent as we go deeper into our theme, “From Generation to  
Generation.” Each week, we’ll spend time reflecting on the Scripture passages for the  
day and discuss the beautiful artwork created by various artists from A Sanctified Art.  
The hybrid class will meet in person in the Lounge and virtually via Zoom for three  
Sundays in Advent: Nov 27, Dec 11 and 18 (no class on Dec 4). Zoom Link; will be  
available in the Daily Bread and the Saturday evening email. 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE WITH THE MANY - 12/21 at 7 pm (at St. John’s Wilmette) 

This Advent, three churches in town (St. John’s, St. Augustine’s and First Pres) are sponsoring a 
joint Longest Night service on December 21 at 7pm. We are excited that The Many, a  
diverse, inclusive music collective will be leading us, reminding us that God so loves every one 
of us and we all belong here. This year’s service will be hosted by St. John’s Lutheran (1235 Wil-
mette Ave). It will be a time to sing and pray with our community, lament the losses of the year, 
and kindle hope. Pastor Jeff will be there to help lead the service. The service will also be availa-
ble via livestream and afterward as a recording. We hope you can join us!  

Our Common Life 

Week of  December 11th, 2022  
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CONNECT, GROW, SHARE – Adult Groups at First Pres 2022-2023 
Our adult group ministry strives to encourage all members to be a part of this wonderful way to grow in faith. 
We’d love to see you at one of our small group gatherings! More information on our church website’s Small 
Group page. 

STUDY, BOOK, AND DISCUSSION GROUPS

Adult Faith Formation – Sundays 8:45-9:45 am, Lounge, Led by Rev. Jeff Lehn 
Join any Sunday for lively discussion on current study series.  jlehn@fpcw.org

Bible Study – Every Thursday 10:00-11:00 am, Church Lounge, Led by Rev. Jeff Lehn
How does the Bible inform our daily lives? Contact: Bonnie Wehrenberg bwherbie007@att.net

Book Group – 3rd Wednesday at 7:00 pm (December 21st) – Church Lounge
Members take turns leading a book discussion. Hosted by Joyce Knauff joyce@jckassociates.com  

FELLOWSHIP AND MEAL GROUPS

Lunch Hour Loop Group – 1st Wednesday at Noon – Zoom, Hosted by Rev. Jeff Lehn  
The “Loop Group” meets for fellowship, connection and prayer. We know many of us are stressed at work 
and could use a small group to be supported and encouraged by. You can work from anywhere to join this 
group – and you are always free to eat your lunch while we meet! Contact Pastor Jeff for the Zoom link. 
Jlehn@fpcw.org

Senior Supper Club – Next gathering: Tuesday, Jan. 17th, 5:30 pm at Ridgeview Grill in  
Wilmette. If you are an over 65 member and want to get to know others more casually, please join us!  
Interested? Contact: Bonnie Wehrenberg bwherbie007@att.net

WOMEN’S GROUPS

Slowing Time for Women – Next Gathering: Tues., December 13, 7-8:30 pm, Upper Room
Group member will share article/poem about our relationship with Time - Chronos-Human Time/
Productivity focus and Kairos-God’s Time/Fruitfulness focus.   
Contact: Marcia Baylin marciabaylin3101@comcast.net

Lunch Group for Women – 2nd Wednesday, 11:30 am, Church Lounge
Each month a member takes the responsibility to lead the discussion. Nancy Freeman coordinates  
njwfreeman@gmail.com. Next gathering will be on Wednesday, December 14th.

Westminster Place “Spoke” – 1st Thursday 10:00-11:00 am in-person and via phone conference 
The group meets in a member’s home at Westminster Place and follows a provided study guide with discus-
sion facilitated by Rev. Laura Sherwood. Anne Menard (amenard4347@yahoo.com) coordinates this group.

MEN’S GROUPS

Men's Hour – Meets year-round, Thursdays at 7 pm in the Lounge
Men’s Hour consists of a brief group reading, a silent 5-minute meditation, and an opportunity for each 
attendee to share thoughts and experiences in turn. No homework or reservations required, and  
drop-ins are always welcome! Paul Traynor at paultraynor@haymoon.com

Men's Council – Saturday mornings (8-9:30 am)* in the Wallace Moore Fellowship Center  
Meets October – June. We gather for breakfast and then listen to an interesting program. All are welcome  
any Saturday. If you have questions or would like to join our mail list, please contact Steve Reinhart  
steve.reinhart@gmail.com.

PARENT GROUPS

Parents of High School Youth (POHSY) – Meets several times a year in member’s home or at the 
Church Raising teenagers is always a challenge, and as our youth gather together to navigate their lives as 
Christians, their parents are also joining together to lend support to one another. If you want to learn more, 
reach out to Irris Boaz at iboaz@ameritech.net.  
Weekly and Monthly Parent Fellowship Groups – Contact: Rev. Laura Sherwood   
lsherwood@fpcw.org

Wednesdays 5:00-6:00 pm in the Green Room during Mid-Week Meetup for PreK-4th Graders 

1st Sunday 8:45 am-9:45 am in the Upper Room  

Coming Soon: College Parent Fellowship 



Calendar for the week of   
December 11h, 2022 

Sunday, December 11th - 3rd Sunday of Advent  
8:45 am Adult Faith Formation  Lounge 

Jr. High Youth Class  Yellow Room (2nd floor) 
Middle High Youth Class Red Room (2nd floor) 
!st Sunday Parent Fellowship  Upper Room  

9:45 am Nursery Care available - 11:15 am (ages 0-3)  Nursery 
9:55 am Livestream Worship  YouTube 
10:00 am In-person Worship Service  Sanctuary 
10:15 am Children’s Chapel Chapel 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Lounge 
5:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Tower 
6:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Dinner WMFC 

Monday, December 12th 

 11:30 am Pierian Group  WMFC 
 7:00 pm Investment Club Lounge 
 7:30 pm Troop 5 WMFC 

Tuesday, December 13th 

10:00 am Staff Meeting  Lounge
7:00 pm Slowing Time Women’s group  Lounge 

Wednesday, December 14th 

5:00 pm Pageant Rehearsal Music Room  
Parent Fellowship Green Room 

6:00 pm Family Dinner  WMFC 
7:30 pm Chancel Choir  Music Room  

Thursday, December 15th 

 10:00 am Thursday Bible Study  Lounge  
 6:30 pm APNC  Upper Room  
 7:00 pm Men’s Hour  Lounge 
 7:45 pm Chancel Bells  Music Room  

Friday, December 16th 

5:30 pm Pizza and Game Night  WMFC

Saturday, December 17th 

 8:00 am Men’s Council  Church Lounge 
 9:00 am Pageant Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 18th - 4th Sunday of Advent (Christmas Pageant) 
8:45 am Adult Faith Formation  Lounge  
9:45 am Nursery Care available - 11:15 am (ages 0-3)  Nursery 
9:55 am Livestream Worship  YouTube 
10:00 am In-person Worship Service  Sanctuary 
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Lounge 
5:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Tower 
6:00 pm Tower Senior High Youth Group Dinner WMFC 

WMFC = Wallace Moore Fellowship Center 
APNC = Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 
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OFFICE HOURS
9am-5pm (Tuesday -Thursday) 
9am-3:30pm (Friday) 

For our Prayers 

Joy and Celebration:

 Advent Joy - the season when we look toward the eternal Hope of our faith 
Grieving:
 Sally Schoch – her sister, Suzanne Streitz,  died unexpectedly on Saturday.  

Service in Joliet on Friday.  
 Family of Ellen Baldwin – longtime member, passed away this week at the 

age of 94. No plans for a memorial service at this time. She was recently 
moved to Gordonsville, Virginia to be near her sone Doug. Condolences 
may be sent in care of her son Jeff Baldwin, 8635 W. Mequon Apt. 222,  
Mequon, WI 53092

Cares and Concerns: 
 All areas of the world suffering from recent hurricanes and extreme weather 

and those bracing for a difficult winter,

 The country of Ukraine and all war-torn lands. 

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Jeff Lehn 
Senior Pastor 
jlehn@fpcw.org  ext. 12 

Rev. Laura Sherwood 
Interim Associate Pastor 
lsherwood@fpcw.org ext. 17 

Rev. Dr. Lolly Dominski     
Parish Associate for Congregational Care 
ldominski@fpcw.org

Peggy Massello 
Director of Worship & Music 
pmassello@fpcw.org         ext. 16 

Lindley Traynor 
Director of Children & Family Ministry 
ltraynor@fpcw.org   ext. 20  

Scott McElhenie    ext. 23 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
youth@fpcw.org 

Madeline Weston 
Office & Communications Coordinator 
office@fpcw.org ext. 11 

Marvin Behm 
Financial Manager 
finmanager@fpcw.org   ext. 13 

Ethan Holtermann 
Livestream Engineer 
ethanholtermann1@gamil.com
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Advent 2022
From Generation to Generation

Sunday Worship in Advent: In-person/Livestreaming 
(masks optional) 

Advent 2 Dec. 4, 4 pm        Advent Lessons and Carols

Advent 3 Dec. 11, 10 am       Christmas Joy Offering

Advent 4  Dec. 18, 10 am      Christmas Pageant

Wednesday, Dec. 21, 7pm   Longest Night Service 

December 24 Christmas Eve  
 4 pm Family Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 

 9 pm Candlelight Worship Service (Sanctuary) 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WILMETTE

600 9th Street, Wilmette, IL 60091-2779 
847-256-3010  

 office@fpcw.org  www.fpcw.org 

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

Gathered by the grace of  Jesus Christ, we are a vibrant and supportive  
Christian family whose welcoming spirit reflects God¹s love for all people.  
We invite participation in all aspects of  our church life by persons of  every  
race, language, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity  
or expression, physical or mental ability, economic or marital status, or faith  
background.  


