The Transformed Mind
by: Letters and Arts Artists from ShareFaith Media

F I R ST P R E S BY T E R I A N C H U RCH O F W I LM E T T E
Sunday, May 29th, 2022
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sacrament of Baptism
10:00 am Worship Service
Experience God. Grow Disciples. Transform Lives.

Welcome to worship at First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette! We’re so glad you’re here. Whether you’re a
long-time member or first-time visitor, we are blessed to have you with us. We hope joining us for worship
today will nurture your heart and transform your mind. You are loved and never alone!
Our mission statement here is “Experience God. Grow Disciples. Transform Lives.” As a church, we strive to
be about that simple and challenging work day after day, in season and out of season. The COVID-19 pandemic
has dramatically altered our lives, but it has also revealed what is most important. As we lean into what the weeks
and months ahead will be like, we will continue to pray for one another. We will keep growing as followers of
Christ. We will keep loving and listening to our neighbors. We will keep the hand to plow, working to embody
God’s dream for the world. We will keep reminding ourselves that we are a work in progress.
As we continue both in-person and livestreamed services, we are committed to keeping everyone safe and finding
fresh and creative ways to worship together. We value your feedback – let us know what is going well and what
could be better!
 A worship bulletin will be available (hardcopy in person or pdf online)
 Please join in the liturgy and prayers and passing of the peace, as directed
 The offering plate will be available to place a cash or check gift in before or after the service
 Join us after worship in the Wallace Moore Fellowship Center for fellowship and coffee
We’re so glad to be worshipping with you in person and online! You are loved and never alone, friends.
With gratitude in Christ,
Pastors Jeff Lehn and Laura Sherwood

Spiritual Practice: Sacred Breath
As a way of entering your time of prayer, take time to get in touch with your breathing. Don’t try to change
the rhythm of your breath; simply notice your natural, rhythmic rise and fall. Imagine as you breath in that God
breathes life into you. As you breath out, imagine releasing all of the distractions and worries that keep you from
being fully present in prayer. See if you can just set them aside for a time. Simply spending time with your breath
as a way of deepening your awareness of the God who sustains you moment by moment is enough. Take time to
become aware of your breathing, and allow your heart to fill with gratitude for this most basic gift of life.
Drawn from Christine Valters Paintner,
Water, Wind, Earth & Fire: The Christian Practice of Praying with the Elements, p. 22.
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Order of Worship
Sunday, May 29th, 2022
10:00 am Sanctuary

*Indicates please stand, rise in body and spirit as you are able.

Worship Leaders
Rev. Laura Sherwood, preaching
Rev. Jeff Lehn, pastoral litrugist
Anne Menard, liturgist
Peggy Massello, Music Director
Hyejin Joo, piano
Chancel Choir
PRELUDE - Elegy

James Biery

ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT
The Acolyte brings in the light to remind us that we have gathered in the light of Christ.
WELCOME AND COMMON LIFE
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 136:2-4 & 26, Common English Bible)
Give thanks to the God of all gods—
God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of all lords—
God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the only one who makes great wonders—
God’s faithful love lasts forever.
Give thanks to the God of heaven—
God’s faithful love lasts forever!
*OPENING HYMN NO. 31 - Let Us with a Gladsome Mind

MONKLAND

CALL TO CONFESSION
God is gracious and merciful and knows our needs even before they reach our lips. Still, we engage in
confession, admitting to God all that rests uneasily in our hearts. Confident of God’s love, let us make
our confession together, first in silent prayer…(silence is kept).
Now, let us pray together:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Holy God, we confess to you:
We are not of the same mind. We do not share the same love.
We act in selfish ambition and do not regard others as better than ourselves.
We have not looked to the interests of others instead of ourselves.
We do not embrace the humility of Jesus Christ.
Forgive us. Continue to be at work in us, that we might serve each other as you served us,
and reflect your glory in this world.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
With the sound of water pouring into the baptismal font, we remember that nothing can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. The only thing that can separate us is the thought that we are
separate. Rejoice in forgiveness. Rejoice in empowerment. Rejoice in new creation.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN NO. 447 - We Are Forgiven
We are forgiven, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. (sing twice)
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Let us share the peace that forgiveness brings, saying, the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you.
BAPTISM - Nolle Madrigal, Parents, Robert and Maddison Madrigal
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - (seated) Hymn No. 486 (verse 1)
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign,
With this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.
CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
Children are invited to sit up front with leaders for the Baptism, then go to the Chapel to continue to
worship together in an age-appropriate and meaningful way. They will return to sit with their families
toward the end of worship service in the Sanctuary.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light,
in your truth find freedom, and in your will, discover peace; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING - Philippians 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being
in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests
of others.
5 Let

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient
to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.
1

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
12

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
SERMON - The Thoughtful Christian

Rev. Laura Sherwood

HYMN OF REFLECTION No. 707 (seated) - Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord (verses 1, 2, and 4)

HALL
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SUNG PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
How Long, O Lord
Christopher Norton
How long, O Lord, will you forget an answer to my prayer?
No tokens of your love I see, your face is turned away from me; I wrestle with despair!
How long, O Lord, will you forsake and leave me in this way?
When will you come to my relief? My heart is overwhelmed with grief, by evil night and day!
How long, O Lord? But you forgive with mercy from above.
I find that all your ways are just; I learn to praise you and to trust in your unfailing love!
~Barbara Woollett (Ps. 13)
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANTHEM - So High
Bill Wolaver
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear* him;
~Psalm 103:11
(*meaning revere, respect, standing in awe. The power of God is so far beyond what we can summon or
comprehend)
CALL FOR OFFERING
As we gather our gifts and offer them to God, may we do so in gratitude and praise.
We invite you to give via our church website www.fpcw.org, our smartphone app, or by sending a check to the church office.
An offering plate is also available in the Narthex on the Usher Table.
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE - THE DOXOLOGY (LASST UNS ERFREUEN)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia. Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Merciful and gracious God, you abound in steadfast love and faithfulness.
With gratitude, we bring our gifts to you. Bless these gifts and bless our lives
that together we may share your mercy and grace
for the world you dearly love. Amen
*SENDING HYMN NO. 331 - God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

NATIONAL HYMN

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT
The Acolyte carries the light as we go out, to remind us that we both follow and carry
Christ’s Light into the World.
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE - Improvisation on “There Is a Balm in Gilead”

Charles Callahan

Sources
Prayers of Confession and Dedication from Call to Worship 56:1 - Year A - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Proper 21
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Our Common Life
Week of May 29th, 2022
As part of the sesquicentennial celebration, the Sesquicentennial Planning Committee
is observing Memorial Day, May 30, by conducting a special unity march and
ceremony to honor the 110 Wilmette men and women who died while serving their
country in time of war. The march will begin at 10:30 am at St. Joseph Church and
will proceed to The Village Hall. Representatives of over 60 Wilmette civic, service,
governmental, religious, business, and other organizations/groups are participating
in the Unity March.

Admiral Michael Rogers

The ceremony will begin at 11:30 am on the green in front of Village Hall. Wilmette
native Michael Rogers (Growing up Michael and his family were members of fpcw),
retired Naval Admiral and former head of the nation’s cyber security, will deliver the
Memorial Day speech. Long-time fpcw member, Nancy Fox will lay the wreath of
flowers at the memorial site.
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JOIN US FOR TWO SPECIAL SUNDAYS - JUNE 5TH AND JUNE 12TH
Sunday, June 5th
 Pentecost Sunday
 Celebration of Sue Sklansky
 Fellowship reception in honor of Sue, hosted by the Fellowship Committee.
Sunday, June 12th
 Graduation Recognition
 Guest Preacher: the Rev. Dr. Robert House, Sr., Co-Pastor of New Life Baptist Church
 Congregational lunch in honor of guests from New Life Baptist Church and our graduates.
Lunch hosted by Mission and Racial Justice Committees. Celebration cake provided by
Fellowship Committee. All are invited!
The Pentecost Offering (Sunday, June 5th) supports and inspires young people to share their faith,
ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world and offers them opportunities to build a solid
foundation of faith to last a lifetime. Please give generously.
Sunday, June 5th will be Sue’s last Sunday at fpcw. Sue is moving to Michigan to begin a new chapter in
her life. We hope you will join us on June 5th as we celebrate Sue, and thank her for the many ministries
she shepherded during her time with us. Sue has been a gift to fpcw and she will be missed greatly.
Graduation Celebration Sunday, June 12
Congratulations graduates and parents of graduates! It takes a lot of work and determination to graduate and
First Pres would like to celebrate that effort with you on Sunday, June 12 with a recognition during worship
and a treat afterward during Fellowship Hour. If you or your child graduated high school or college this year,
please send their name and a picture of them to Madeline Weston office@fpcw.org.

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Begins June 19th (Father’s Day) – August 28th
 8:00 am – Beach Service at Gillson Park*
Bring your own chair or blanket, pets welcome, too! Our beloved summer outdoor worship service
will begin on Sunday, June 19th. Join us for this special worship, set along the beautiful shores of Lake
Michigan, that will always include communion and hymn singing, led by Peggy Massello and our faithful
guitarists. (Rain Plan: Chapel).
 10:00 am – Service in the Sanctuary* in-person and livestreamed.
 *First Sundays in Summer
One Worship Service at 10:00 am in our Fellowship Garden: July 3rd, August 7th (Youth Sunday), and
September 4th (Rain Plan: Sanctuary).

In support of our mission partner YWCA Evanston/Northshore and their domestic
violence shelter Mary Lou's Place, join the FPCW team to participate in the,
Race Against Hate - Sunday, June 19th
Join our Church Team!
Register on their website under the FPCW team https://ywcaens.me/rah2022
Questions? Contact Jennifer Christensen at jennifer.w.christensen@gmail.com

From the desk of Sue Sklansky,
Nominating Committee News
As I purged my office files, I discovered that I have been part of the Nominating
Committee as a church member, then a staff liaison for ten years. My first year was
under the tutelage of friend and fellow bibliophile, Andy Hansen. As an organized
and fastidious librarian, Andy took the duty of the Nominating Committee with
serious determination.
The word I learned from him that first year was DISCERNMENT. The Christian
use of that word: to obtain spiritual guidance and understanding. I have remembered each year that guiding
the committee in determining each new elder or deacon is the process of discernment - both on the part of
the nominee and the committee representing the congregation. It is never about who we like or who we think
should be doing more. We ask nominees to prayerfully discern for several days before deciding.
If the right “spiritual guidance and understanding” is provided we should have a wonderful slate of new elders
and deacons for the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 24. Please pray for the committee’s work in
the coming weeks and for the nominees that are presently prayerfully discerning their call to serve in this much
needed leadership role.
Bible Study: Meets Thursdays at 10 am
Join us in-person or via Zoom for an hour of lively and thoughtful discussion of the
Bible and its import for our faith today. Led by Pastor Jeff Lehn, there’s no pre-reading or
any expertise required. Everyone is welcome. We take the Bible seriously, but not literally.
We try to interpret it with historical and literary understanding, but also recognize that no
interpretation is perfect or final. We believe that questions are transforming the answers,
and we’re interested both in what the Bible meant (to its first hearers) and what it means
(to us today). We apply St. Augustine’s “rule of love” (i.e. all faithful interpretations of
Scripture will promote a love of God and neighbor). Currently, our group is studying the book of Genesis and
would love to have you join us weekly, monthly, or whenever you are able. The group is coordinated by church
member Bonnie Wehrenberg. If you would like to receive the Zoom link and join the class please email Bonnie
at bwherbie007@att.net.

PROGRAMMING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH – Sunday, May 29th 2022
Children’s Chapel for children ages 3 yrs. - 6th grade - Meets today
After the Sharing of the Peace, children ages PreK - 6th grade are invited to either remain in the sanctuary
with their families, or move to the chapel for an age-appropriate time of worship, lead by Lindley Traynor
(ltraynor@fpcw.org), Dir. of Children & Family Ministries, and Scott McElhenie (youth@fpcw.org), Dir of
Youth and Family Ministries. This is a meaningful time of encountering God and connecting with each other
through simple liturgy, songs, prayer, and the stories of our faith. Children return to sit with their families
toward the end of the service in the sanctuary.
TOWER Senior High Youth – Sundays 5:00 - 7:00 pm - Not meeting today, will meet June 5th
Senior High Youth gather at 5:00 pm in the Tower for a devotion and fellowship. Dinner at 6:00pm in WMFC.
Questions? Contact: Scott McElhenie, youth@fpcw.org
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Calendar for the week of
May 29th, 2022
Sunday, May 29th
8:30 am
9:55 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am

Adult Study - Difficult Words of Jesus (Upper Room)
Livestream Worship
In-person Worship Service
Children’s Chapel Time
Fellowship Hour

In-person/Zoom
YouTube
Sanctuary
Chapel
Lounge

Monday, May 30th
Church Office Closed in observance of Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 31st
10:00 am
Staff Meeting

Lounge

Wednesday, June 1st
6:00 pm
Finance, Budget & Operations
7:30 pm
Chancel Choir

Lounge
WMFC

Thursday, June 2nd
10:00 am
Pres Homes Women (Westminster Place)

In-person/Phone Conference

10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:45 pm

Bible Study (Lounge)
Men’s Hour
APNC (Upper Room)
Chancel Bells

In-person/Zoom
Lounge
In-person/Zoom
Music Room

Friday, June 3rd
5:00 pm
Wilmette Rocks for Ukraine

Parking lot/Fellowship Garden

Saturday, June 4th
No meetings scheduled
Sunday, June 5th - Pentecost Sunday
9:55 am
Livestream Worship
10:00 am
In-person Worship Service
10:15 am
Children’s Chapel Time
11:00 am
Reception for Sue Sklansky
5:00 pm
Tower Senior High Youth fellowship/dinner

YouTube
Sanctuary
Chapel
Lounge
Tower/WMFC

WMFC=Wallace Moore Fellowship Center
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at fpcw

Small group offerings
All are invited.

Small Group Ministry 2022 Summer Schedule
Slowing Time for Women
Meets the 3rd Wednesday at 7 pm. New joiners always welcome! Our last formal meeting is June 18th. Anyone
interested in joining should contact Pastor Laura (lsherwood@fpcw.org) Plans are underway for summer fellowship
for this group.
Lunch Group for Women
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month at noon. Each month a member takes the responsibility to lead the discussion.
Nancy Freeman coordinates njwfreeman@gmail.com. Their last summer gathering will be July 13th in the fellowship
garden. Plans for the fall topics will be determined at that gathering.
Book Group
Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm, in the Upper Room, hosted by Carol Korak. carolkorak@gmail.com.
Members take turns leading a book discussion. They will be meeting every month all summer.
Men's Hour
Meets Thursdays at 7 pm. Men’s Hour consists of a brief group reading, a silent 5-minute meditation, and an
opportunity for each attendee to share thoughts and experiences in turn. No homework or reservations required,
and drop-ins are always welcome! Paul Traynor at paultraynor@haymoon.com. Meets throughout the summer.
Men's Council
Meets every Saturday mornings (8-9:30 am) in the Wallace Moore Fellowship Center. Members take turns cooking
breakfast and providing a presentation. Questions? Contact Steve Reinhart steve.reinhart@gmail.com. Men’s Council
will not meet during the summer but will return to regular meetings in September.
Bible Study
Meets on Thursdays at 10 am in the Lounge. How does the Bible inform our daily lives? This class is led by Pastor Jeff.
Adult Faith formation
Meets on Sunday morning at 8:30-9:30 am in the Upper Room. This class will take a break over the summer.
Pres Homes Women
1st Thursday of the month at 10 am, in-person and via phone conference. Pastor Laura provides the link and discussion
includes a Bible Study guide. Anne Menard coordinates this group and will find summer opportunities for fellowship
on site.
Abigail Group
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in a member’s homes or on Zoom. Abigail is a women’s group
for separated or divorced women. Questions? Please contact Pastor Laura (lsherwood@fpcw.org)
Loop Group
Meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at noon on Zoom. The “Loop Group” meets for fellowship, connection and
prayer. We know many of us are stressed at work and could use a small group to be supported and encouraged by.
You can work from anywhere to join this group. This group will take a summer break.
Senior Supper
Senior Supper is coming back!! This is a monthly dinner group that meets at Ridgeview Grill in Wilmette. Bonnie
Wehrenberg is taking the helm to coordinate events. If you are an over 65 member and want to get to know others
more casually, please join us! Contact Bonnie for first date this summer at bwherbie007@att.net
Parents of High School Youth (POHSY)
Raising teenagers is always a challenge, and as our youth gather together to navigate their lives as Christians,
their parents are also joining together to lend support to one another. If you want to learn more, reach out to
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Irris Boaz at iboaz@ameritech.net.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
 For the joy of in-person and livestreaming worship which brings us all
together in one place,
 For the families of Ukraine and all who are assisting,
 Peace and healing in light of the recent Mass shooting in our country,
 For those with health concerns,
 For those who are grieving, Linnea Jacobs as she mourns the recent death
of her daughter, Katie Harris,
 For our homebound members,
 For those who suffer from depression, anxiety or addictions, and for
those who walk alongside them.
Fellowship Hour - Could you host one Sunday?
We gather every Sunday after the worship service for fellowship. Could you
host one Sunday? It’s easy to do! Just bring cookies, and help with the
coffee. It’s just that simple. Fellowship Hour is a wonderful time to see old
friends and greet visitors. The SignUp Genius link is on the News and Publications page of our website www.fpcw.org and in the Tuesday, Daily Bread.

C HURCH S TAFF
Rev. Jeff Lehn
Senior Pastor
jlehn@fpcw.org
Rev. Laura Sherwood
Interim Associate Pastor
lsherwood@fpcw.org

ext. 12

ext. 17

Peggy Massello
Director of Worship & Music
pmassello@fpcw.org
ext. 16
Lindley Traynor
Director of Children & Family Ministry
ltraynor@fpcw.org
ext. 20
Sue Sklansky
Director of Congregational Care and
Engagement
ssklansky@fpcw.org
ext. 14
Scott McElhenie
ext. 23
Director of Youth & Family Ministries
youth@fpcw.org
Madeline Weston
Office & Communications Coordinator
office@fpcw.org
ext. 11
Marvin Behm
Financial Manager
finmanager@fpcw.org

ext. 13

Ethan Holtermann
Livestream Engineer
ethanholtermann1@gamil.com
OFFICE HOURS
9 am-5 pm (Monday-Thursday)
9 am-1:00 pm (Friday)
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INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT
Gathered by the grace of Jesus Christ, we are a vibrant and supportive
Christian family whose welcoming spirit reflects God¹s love for all people.
We invite participation in all aspects of our church life by persons of every
race, language, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, physical or mental ability, economic or marital status, or faith
background.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WILMETTE

600 9th Street, Wilmette, IL 60091-2779
847-256-3010
Email: office@fpcw.org Website: www.fpcw.org

